OTC Hearing Aid Cheat Sheet

Your quick reference for choosing over-the-counter hearing aids in 2026

Price Tiers at a Glance

Entry Level - $98-$200 Mid-Range - $300-$600
Basic amplification, manual-only controls. A low-risk way App control, Al noise reduction, Bluetooth streaming. The
to find out if hearing aids help you. best technical value in OTC.

vs. Prescription: $2,000-$6,000+ per pair

Includes professional fitting, custom programming, and follow-up care. Necessary for severe loss.

Is OTC Right for You?

v Choose OTC if: X See a Professional if:
» Mild to moderate hearing loss e Severe or profound hearing loss
* Comfortable with a smartphone app ¢ Sudden or one-sided loss
 Loss is stable (not rapidly worsening) e Ear pain or drainage
* You want to try before spending more e Tried OTC, still can't follow speech
» Cost is a major factor * Loss is rapidly changing

Top OTC Picks (Lab-Tested)

« ELEHEAR Beyond Pro ($599): A-grade lab score, best Al noise reduction
* Audien Atom X ($389): Good value, Bluetooth streaming, app control
* Audien Atom ONE ($98): Cheapest FDA-registered device, manual control only

Key Specs to Compare

Amplification 114-117 dB max Variable (often higher)
Battery Type Most rechargeable Rechargeable or disposable
Fit Over-the-ear, tiny In-ear, custom-molded
Returns 45 days standard Typically 30 days
Warranty 1-2 years 1-3 years bundled

The One Question Before Buying

Does this device have a return policy?

Every reputable OTC hearing aid sold on Amazon or directly comes with a return window (usually 30-45 days). Hearing
aids are deeply personal — fit, comfort, and sound quality vary by person. Never buy one without the option to return it.

HearLifeRestored.com ¢ hello@hearliferestored.com
From a 10+ year hearing aid wearer. Not medical advice — see an audiologist if symptoms concern you.
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